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f‘l flows with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. 2 But — the people that dwells in the Land}
powerful, the cities are very greatly fortified, and we also saw there the offspring of the gi G
29 Amalek dwells in the area of the south; the Hittite, the Jebusite, and the Emorite dwell ont i
mountain; and the Canaanite dwells by the Sea and on the bank of the Jordan."

3 Caleb silenced the people toward Moses and sald, “We shall surely ascend and conquet

for we can surely do it!”

31 But the men who had ascended with him said, “We cannot ascend to that people for
too strong for us!" 32 They brought forth to the Children of Israel an evil report on the Land e
they had spied out, saying, “The Land through which we have passed, to spy it out, is a lan§
that devours its inhabitants! All the people that we saw in it were huge! 3 There we saw the
Nephilim, the sons of the giant from among the Nephilim; we were like grasshoppers in o

eyes, and so we were in their eyes!"”

L% 6 Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, of the spies of the Land, tore thek
garments. 7 They spoke to the entire assembly of the Children of Israel, saying, “The Land Lhag}
we passed through, to spy it out — the Land is very, very good! ® If HASHEM desires us, He wl;

A
32. 10 Wt Nk Y8 — [Itf Is a land that devours ils
inhabitants. They thought that, because wherever they went
they saw funerals; but they failed to realize that God caused
many Canaanites to die during the spies’ mission in order
to divert the population's attention from the unwelcome
Jewish visitors (Rashi). Such misinterpretations are
typical of people who choose not to have faith. Inva‘rinbly
they interpret events in a way that will conform to their own

notions.
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bring us to this Land and give it to us, a Land that flows with milk and honey. ° But do not rzﬁ! (b 3 ovw) 71b 37 230 BN ) I

against HasHem! You should not fear the people of the Land, for they are our bread. Th
protection has departed from them; HASHEM is with us. Do not fear them!" i
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R. Acha the Great opened his discourse on the Sidra
with the verse (15.40) ‘Grass dries and the flower
withers, but the word of our God shall stand forever.’
To what can this be compared? A king had a friend
to whom he promised a gift on condition that he
would have his company on a journey. The friend
accompanied him, but died. The king then said to his
friend’s son, ‘Although your father has died, I will

“% not retract the gift that I promised him. Come anc

take it." The King was the King of Kings. The friend
was Abraham, (as it is written (15.41) ‘the progeny of
Abraham who loved Me’) to whom God said, ‘Come
with me to the Land (Bereshith 12.1) and I will give
it to you as a gift," as it is written, (ib. 13.17.) ‘Arise,
traverse the Land in its length and breadth, for to you
I will give it’. It is also written (ib. 13,15.), For all
the land that you see I will give to you and to your
progeny forever'. God said to Moses, ‘Although I
stipulated with the Patriarchs that I would give them
the Land, and they have died in the meantime, I will
not retract my word, but the word of God shall stand
forever”*
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R. Alexander Zisskind HaCohen, the author of Torath

Cohen,’® questions the aptness of the parable in the Midrash:
in the parable, the original promise was only to the father,
whereas God’s promise to Abraham included a promise to
his progeny in perpetuity. Indeed, the verse quoted by
the Midrash states, ‘To you shall I give it. and to vour pro-
geny forever’.
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Essentially, Hashem has only one simple request from each of
us — that we get to know Him. According to the holy Zohar, the
3™_Century C.E. esoteric interpretation of the Torah by Rebbe
Shimon Bar Yochai and his disciples, Hashem created us for the
soul purpose of getting to know him. As such, the daily events and
experiences of our lives are none other than personal messages
from Hashem, designed to stimulate our emuna, encoura
to speak to Him, and thereby facilitate our efforts to get close to
Him. Why? The closer one gets to Hashem, the better one gets
to know Him.

Achieving proximity to Hashem and thereby getting to know
Him are the ultimate soul correction, our individual goal and
mission on this earth. Hashem, in His limitless love for each of
us, directs our lives in a manner that helps us to successfully
achieve this goal. Understanding the vital fact that everything in

our lives is for our own ultimate good, that is, to help us ich'igve

our soulcon'ecumi, enables us to cope with all types of situations
~ whether good or seemingly bad — happily and without stress,
worry, and anxiety.

}, Consequently, when people _ignore Hashem’s_personal

messages, Hashem is compelled to send “louder” messages,
in other words, situations of greater diffi ail
to get to know Hashem in good times risk being placed in
piedicaments devoid of any natural or logical solution, where
the only remaining alternative is to cry out to Hashem. In this
manner, Hashem — in His infinite lovingkindness - helps each of
us reach Him and thereby achieve our ultimate soul correction.

The more we cooperate, the easier our lives become.

‘ ;L' An athlete is prepared to implement grueling demands from a
seemingly-merciless coach; not only that, but a top athlete usually
_loves and respects his or her coach. Why? The athlete knows the
coach, and trusts that the coach wants to build him or her into a
winner and champion. We should have the same krowtedgeof

and trust in Hashem.

Imagine that we're driving a car and want to make a right
turn, but Hashem blocks the way; we decide to make a lefi
turn, but Hashem has set up an obstacle to block that way
a!so. Without emuna, we’d be subject to anger, frustration, and y
AMisappointment.

But, with emuna, we believe that life’s stumbling blocks,
barriers.andhindrancesareagemsof'Hash_em'sDTvmeProvldence.
We don't sink to frustration, anger, and depression when armed
with the knowledge that life’s setbacks are milestones, guiding

lights, and personal gifts from Hashem.
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' Dear reader, [ know that you believe in Hashem, so why don’t
you talk to Him? If you don’t speak to Him, it's a sign that you

don’t believe that Hashem can help you; in that case, you must
strengthen your emuna.

Hashem wants us to tumn to Him for all our needs, big or
small. Hashem doesn’t care about how much power, money and
influence we have. He loves each of us whether or not we have
a university degree, and really doesn’t care if we're a Phi Beta
Kappa or not. King David said (Psalms 147:10-11), *“Not in the
strength of the horse does He desire, nor in the thigh of man does
He favor; Hashem favors those who fear Him, those who long for
His lovingkindness.”

In contemporary jargon, Hashem doesn’t need us to show off
the “horses™ in our fancy stable — military might, technological
achievements, or a Swiss bank account. He also isn’t impressed
by the “thighs” we’ve developed in our weightlifting, aerobics,
or judo workouts. He wants us to pray to Him, to be one of those
who “long for His lovingkindness.”

Once we become accustomed to p'raying in every situation,
we develop a spiritual sensitivity that is conducive to feeling
Hashem’s constant presence. When we feel Hashem's presence,
we willfully and happily thank Him, speak to Him, and pray to

Him all the time. When we’re constantly seeking Hashem, He
doesn’t need to send us wake-up calls of troubles, trials, and
tribulations.
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e\ Each of the first three portions of the Torah contains a story of

s

creation. In Bereshis, we witness the creation of the world. In
Noach, we see the creation of a new world after the flood —
Noach’s world. And then, in Lech Lecha, we read of the creation

of yet another world — the Jewish world. It is a new and es- 1.oAls 507

sentially different world, because it now includes the Jewish

people, who are the purpose of Creation. '
g!‘, Lech Lecha begins with the words “Hashe.m sax.d to Avram,
‘Go from your country...””™ This was the first time God re-
vealed Himself to Avraham, and the very first thing He told
him was, “Go to the Land of Israel.” As the first Jew, Avraham
was the beginning of a new species and the seed of a new
world — and that is why Hashem told him to go to Eretz
1. Eretz Yisrael is the first land, the place with which the

creation of the world began, and hence it has a deep connec-
hen we look carefully in the

tion with other “firsts.” Indeed, w I . .
Torah itself, we discover thatatevery significant starting point,
at every moment of beginning, there is an allusion to Eretz

Yisrael.
The very first verse of the Torah hints at Eretz Yisrael. mwx1a
o'pYx k712 means “In the beginning of God’s creation,” and the
creation of the world began with Eretz Yisrael. In the words of

Yisrae

our Sages: “The Land of Israel was created at the beginning,

and all the [rest of the] world was created at the end."”

" The first piece of the physical world that Hashem created
was the even shesiyah, the “foundation stone,”*’ which eventu-
ally became the location of the Kodesh Ha-Kodashim, the Holy of
Holies, in the Beis Ha-Mikdash. This primordial object of cre-
ation functioned as a kind of embryo for the earth. From it the
entire world developed — first Yerushalayim, then the Land of

Israel, and finally all the other parts of the globe.
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This site is connected with yet another beginning: that of all
mankind. Human history begins with Adam Ha-Rishon in the
Garden of Eden, but if we search for the origin of Adam him-
self, we come back to the site of the altar. CIgcz_;g{ieil_us_tlEt
when God took a piece of earth in order to make a body for
Adam Ha-Rishon, He took it from this spot.”* Thus Adam
Ha-Rishon, and all humanity, have their beginning in Eretz
The connection is even deeper than location. Adam
Ha-Rishon was not only created in Eretz Yisrael; he was cre-
ated from Eretz Yisrael, from a physical piece of Eretz Yisrael.
Thus the beginning of all mankind —in a very literal and con-
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